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Why is it a worlwide challenge ?

Contemporary Art has become a multi facet language that links the 

global world to numerous issues related to economy, ecology, religion, 

identity and roots and reveals modernity. Artists are interprets of many 

visions so Art is therefore regarded as a media and a facilitator of 

culture and sociological topics, changes that nurture creations, debates, 

fantasies.

Natural Science has suffered in the last 40 years a tremendous lack of 

vision as to its signification in terms of fundamentals. We did not relate 

knowledge and preservation of specimen to new discoveries of today’s 

world challenges in science/biology such as biomimicry.

Today, the fragility of ecosystems raises the issue of how to address this 

threat to the world, to the different generations.

The emergence of artists performances and installations in world 

renown museums and gardens (Versailles, Le Louvre) but also the 

construction of new museums in cities and territories that do modify 

the flow of people and investment (Bilbao, Metz, Abu Dhabi) are 

examples of the power of Art.

The challenge therefore is to imagine and create an exceptional 

architectural project that crosses Art and Sciences with innovation and 

could stand as a world example by its content that will fill the gap in the 

art and natural sciences fields.

World examples
http://www.caiguoqiang.com/projects/ninth-wave Cai Guo-Qiang: The Ninth Wave
http://archeologue.over-blog.com/article-huang-yong-ping-l-arche-de-noe-echoue-dans-une-chapelle-38362022.html Huang Yong Ping, 
l’Arche de Noé dans la chapelle des Beaux Arts 
http://benesse-artsite.jp/en/art/ Benesse Art Site Naoshima
http://www.isejingu.or.jp/foreign/ Ise Jingu
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Why in Comporta: expected outcome, timing, finance, location

They are 3 reasons that lead Comporta to be a relevant place to a museum crossing 

Natural Sciences and Contemporary arts:

First, it faces 3 natural reserves (Arrabida, Troia, Sado) that are adjacent to Setubal 

naval, paper mill, cement, car factories the last ones being huge industrial 

development (45km long). Comporta can stand as very strong symbol of resilience 

to growing real estate development.

Being a representation of Noah’s Ark with the idea conveyed of ‘the last chance’ and 

the redemption, is an other symbol considering the challenge to prevent Comporta

from facing a reckless touristic development.

Secondly, Comporta already impresses artists from all over the world as well as 

naturalists when it comes to the various species that inhabit the multi different 

ecosystems of the territory. 

Naturally Artists and Scientists will work together and, furthermore, research could 

place this Museum as one of the top in the world especially with the proximity of 

Lisbon, the airport, and Spain. 

Thirdly, Comporta is unique as per its location, size, worldwide interest shown for 

its ecosystem. 

Outcome

Appeal tourists, collectors, families, people moving to work in the museum, 

companies that will use the conference facilities, etc. 

Timing

Within the next 2 years as this will be a major project bringing more light to the 

vision of the territory.

Finance

Art foundations, private individuals, FEDER

Location

In Carrasqueira in front of the Sado river
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